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Important 
Characteristics:

• UIC is an urban institution, 
and highly transit accessible

•There are over 100 buildings 
on the 242 acre UIC campus

•27,000 undergrad, graduate 
and professional students 
attend UIC

Faculty: 2,445

Administrative and Professional 
Staff: 3,765

Support Staff: 6,979

13,189 
total faculty and staff



Results of the 2007 
Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory.

UIC has Committed 
to being carbon 
neutral by 2050



The Problem:

While much of UIC’s greenhouse gas 
emissions stem from its building stock 
which require maintenance or 
renovation to reduce emissions

there is also a behavioral component 
to UIC’s greenhouse gas emissions.  
‘Business as usual’ operations have got 
to change as well.
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What does the Green Office Challenge 
seek to achieve?

Short term:  

• Increased awareness of sustainability issues 
on campus

• Foster the idea that individual actions can 
actually make a difference

• Offices making easy to implement changes, 
buying more recycled content paper, shutting 
off lights
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What does the Green Office Challenge 
seek to achieve?

Long term:  

• Expanded participation in the program

• Refined scoring system and checklist items

• Measurable waste and energy use 
reductions, as well as an increase in 
active transportation on campus and 
participation in sustainability related 
events.
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Getting the word out:
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Current Participants:

• The Institute for Environmental Science and Policy
• The Center for Research on Women and Gender
• Nursing- Professional Development
• The Office of Sustainability
• The Office of the Chancellor
• Hospital Marketing
• The Department of Urban Planning and Policy
• Dean’s Office- College of Urban Planning and 

Public Administration
• Campus Housing

Initial Scores ranging from 34% to 72%
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600 full and part time employees at 
UIC work in a Green Office 

Challenge Office.
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UIC Employees participating in the Green Office Challenge, 
Fall 2011
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The Role of Students:

• Getting the word out, especially within 
their departments

• ‘Auditing’ the checklists

• Sustainability ‘think-tanks’

• Refining the checklist items, evidence-
based initiatives.  (research leg work)

• Leading by Example (it goes both ways)
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For more information, check out the Office of 
Sustainability’s website 

http://www.uic.edu/sustainability/greenoffice/

or e-mail me at

lmsmith2@uic.edu
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